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NEWS AND VIEWS
HAVEN Wn^Y IN ENGLAND
One of our youngest members, Haven Wiley of Louisville, is having
a wonderful time this fall and winter seeing new birds in England,
France, and Italy. He writes, "We are now on .the Rhone delta, the
Camargue, and I am seeing many new birds, including flamingoes, the
Tawny Pipit, Short-toed Lark, kite. Honey Buzzard, Egyptian Vulture.
Whiskered Tern, and this afternoon I saw two Arctic Skuas (Jaegers]
on the Mediterranean." Haven's father, Dr, Richard Wiley, also a
K. O. S, member, has a National Science Foundation Senior Post
doctoral Fellowship at the Imperial College in London. The Wiley
family will return home next summer. Congratulations to all of tliem
on their thrilling new experiences!
ANOTHER PAINTING FOR K. O. S.
Our good friend Howard Rollin sent to the K. O. S. for Christmas
another of his fine paintings, a pC'r of Bobolinks, strikingly handsome
and life-like. As always in his work, Mr, Rollin has achieved a mastery
of detail, both in form and color. After it has been framed, the paint
ing, 12 by 9 inches, will be available for loan, along with his previous
gifts. Orders for paintings may be sent to Mr. Rollin, Route 1,
Weldona, Colorado.
S ^ * * * * $ » Sji
CHECK LISTS OF KENTUCKY BIRDS
Persons wishing to secure check lists of Kentucky birds for the
keeping of accurate records, always desirable, may obtain these cards
for the following prices—15 for 25c, 35 for 50c, 75 for a dollar—plus
postage, by vmting our treasurer, Mr. P. W, Stamm. 21lg Lakeside
Drive, Louisville 5. , . , .
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BIRD CHANGES IN MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, 1950-57
By Gordon Wilson, Bowling Green
In the May, 1950, issue of THE KENTUCKY WARBLER (XXVI,
17-24) I summarized ithe changes in bird life in Mammoth Cave Na
tional Park through the first twelve years of my study there, 1938-49.
I also gave an account of the geological and ecologricaJ conditions and
outlined, briefly, the history of ithe acquirement of the land from the
owners and the establishment of the park. Now, after eight more
years of study, years that have seen many changes, I want to bring
the study up to date and round out twenty years of observation there.
In .the years 1950-57 I have spent a total of 137 days and 55 nights
in the park, with a total for the twenty-year period of 379 days and
171 nights. On my record cards appear the names of 57 people who
have hiked or camped with me. These names do not include the several
himdred people who have been on extended field trips at meetings of
the Kentucky Ornithological Society, the Kentucky Academy of
Science, the National Science Institute, and niunerous college excur
sions. I am glad to say that many of the hosts of people who have
shared the park with me have been skilled observers and ornithologists.
Ecological conditions have changed considerably. The old fields
in many areas have grown up in cedars; Virginia Pines have spread
from mature trees, particularly around the garage area, around old
CCC No. 4, and near Silent Grove iChurch; and many eroded fields,
with the help of (the Soil and Water Conservation work of the National
Park Service, have grown up in Lespedeza sericea and are now great
areas for winter finches and other ground birds. The young forest
trees have grown in girth in these eight years, in spite of the three
dry seasons in the early 1950's, so that some of the fields that were-in
cultivation in 1938 are now covered with almost mature forests. This
is especially true in areas that had not lost their native fertility and
had not been eroded. Of course, there are hundreds of acres-of broom-
sage "yet, and there will probal3ly.be many such acres at the end of
another twenty years. The Beaver Pond at Sloan's Crossing has ber
come more and more wild, with the help of the active beaver and their
incessant raising the level of the pond. A good, many small ponds
have b^n deepened to give a water supply to the Virginia Deer, now
such a distinctive part of the fauna of the park. Though an open
himting season just outside the park was observed in 1956 and again
in 1957,. there are still many deer in the park, sis attested by our
finding 50 on the 1957 Christmas Bird Count,
In the original study thirty species were listed as being less nu
merous than in the area immediately outside the park. That number
has grown to thirty-four. Only the Savannah and Song Sparrows on
the list for 1938-49 seem a little more numerous than they were,
though the increase has been quite small. To the remaining twenty-
eight (the following have been added: the Green Heron, the Black
Vulture, the Homed Owl, the Red-headed Woodpecker, the Purple
Martin, and the Tree Sparrow. I^e few nesting places suited to the
Green Heron may explain its decline: Sloan's Crossing and First Creek
Lake have become much used by fishermen. I suppose ithat the Black
Vulture and the Homed Owl have met difficulties In finding enough
food in the park area; both require large quantities of animal food.
The Purple Martin has followed the Bam Swallow outside the park
to find Its types of aerial insects. The weed and grass seeds liked
most by the Tree Sparrow are steadily growing scarcer in production.
There \sdll doubtless be other losses before the habitats become stable,
but the chief losses have come in <these first twenty years, especially
in these'last ten years.
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Only eigrht species were listed in the 1950 study as having^ in
creased noticeably. Those eight are still increasing, and twenty more
species have been added. Two of the additions are hawks: the Broad-
winged nests pretty regularly in a few areas of the park; the Rough-
legged is seen fairly commonly in winter. The Brown (deeper and the
Winter Wren, though far from common, appear on more and more
winter lists. A little greater increase is seen in the Golden-crowned
Kinglet and the Cedar Waxwing. The sparrows—Savannah, Fox,
Swamp, and Song—appear a litUe more often (than formerly. For
several winters the Myrtle Warbler has shown obvious increases, as
have the Slate-colored Jimco and the White-throated Sparrow. Some
of these are still not back to the 1938 list, which represented the park
when it was still cultivated in many areas, but have increased over the
tabulations of the 1940's. All of the woodpeckers except the Red
headed have definitely increased, especially in winter. Maybe some of
these come in from farm areas to the woods for the winter. Certainly
there ought to be plenty of food for them, whether they like wood
worms or various sorts of acorns. But why does the Red-headed still
remain scarce ? It is significant that most of the increases are among
the wookpeckers and the winter residents.
The seventy-two species listed in 1950 as approximately the same
in number as before the park was established or my study begun have
now dwindled to forty-nine. These are accoimted for in the two
groups already discussed. It is highly probable that a few more
species will be dropped from this list, particularly the few species that
are to be foimd largely around old house sites, where rank weeds grow
on for years after the places are abandoned.
The first itwenty years of watching the changes in plant and
animal life and especi^ly in bird distribution have been great years.
Without the companionship and cooperation of the numerous ones
who have shared my camps and walks with me it would not have been
so great an experience. I wish ithat all who read this article and who
have been with me on one or more walks or camps will consider this a
personal letter of thanks.
TABLE I
SPECIES THAT HAVE DECREASEID IN NUMBERS, 1938-57
(Note: In this and the following table, I after a species indicates
that it was on the DECRE3A.SBD list in the 1950 article; n indicates
It was on the INCREASED list; HI Indicates that it was on the list
of those species that had remained approximately what they had been
before the park was established.)
Green Heron IH Mockingbird I
Black Vulture IH Brown Thrasher I
Marsh Hawk I Migrant Shrike I
Sparrow Hawk I Starling I
Killdeer I Warbling Vireo I
Mourning Dove I English Sparrow I
Homed Owl HI Meadowlark I
Chuck-will's-widow I Red-winged Blackbird I
Nighthawk I Orchard Oriole I
Chimney Swift I Baltimore Oriole I
Red-headed Woodpecker HI • Purple Grackle I
Eastern Kingbird I . - Cowbirdl
Homed Lark I Dickcissel I
Bam Swallow 1 Grasshopper Sparrow I
Purple Martin IH Bachman's Sparrow I
Crow I .. . ; Tree Sparrow IH
Bewick's Wren I White-crowned, Sparrow I
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TABLEn
SPECIES THAT HAVE INCREASBD IN NUMBERS, 1938-57
Broad-winged Hawk IH
Rough-legged Hawk m
Bob-white II
Whip-poor-will n
Yellow-shafted Flicker m
Pileated Woodpecker IH
Red-bellied Woodpecker rn
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker IH
Hairy Woodpecker m
Downy Woodpecker m
Acadian Flycatcher n
Brown Creeper HI
Winter Wren m
Hermit Thrush n
Golden-crowned Kinglet ni
Cedar Waxwing m
Yellow->throated Vireo II
Myrtle Warbler HI
Ovenbird II
Hooded Warbler n
Scarlet Tanager II
Purple Finch III
Savannah Sparrow I
Slate-colored Junco IH
White-throated Sparrow m
Fox Sparrow HE
Swamp Sparrow m
Song Sparrow I
TABLE m
SPECIES THAT HAVE REMAINED AS THEY
WERE BEFORE 1938
Wood Duck
Turkey Vulture
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Screech Owl
Barred Owl
Ruby-throated Himimingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Crested Flycatcher
Phoebe
Wood Pewee
Rough-winged Swallow
Blue Jay
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
House Wren
Carolina Wren
Catbird
Robin
Wood Thrush
Bluebird
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
White-eyed Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Black and White Warbler
Prothonotary Warbler
Worm-eating Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Parula Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Louisiana Water-thrush
Kentucky Warbler
Yellow-throat
Yellow-breasted Chat
Redstart
Summer Tanager
Cardinal
Indigo Bunting
Goldfinch
Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
My Successive Publications Recording Changes
in Bird life in the Park
1940. Warblers in Mammotti Cave National Park, KE^JTUCKY WAR
BLER, XVI, 40-41.
1941. A Prelimenary CTieck-list of the Birds of the Mammoth Cave
National Park, KENTUCKY WARBLER, XVH, 16-24.
1942. Breeding Birds of Kentucky—A Composite List, KENTUCKY
WARBLER, XVm, 17-25.
1942. Summer Birds of the Mammoth Cave National Park, KEN
TUCKY WARBLER, XVm, 58-59.
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1946. BIRDS OP THE MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, 24-
page pamphlet authorized by the National Parks Concessions,
Inc., and printed by Selby B. Smith.
1950. Bird Changes in the Mammoth Cave National Park, KENTUC
KY WARBLER, XXVI, 17-24.
1953. BIRDS OF THE MAMMOTH OAVE NATIONAL PARK, 28-
page pamphlet, a revision of the one issued in 1946, authorized
by the National Park Service and printed by Selby B. Smith.
1954. Summer Birds at Mammoth Cave National Park, KENTUCKY
WARBLER, XXX, 12-13.
CLOUDS OF BIRDS OBSERVED HERE DURING COUNT
By Burt Monroe
(Editor's Note: The following article appeared in Burt Monroe's
column, "The Courier Sportsman," on December 29,1957. Mr. Monroe
graciously allowed the WARBLER to use it as an introduction to our
"Mid-Winter Bird Count, 1957-58.")
Nearly five million birds in one spot is a sight not soon to be
forgotten. Yet that is what a group of bird watchers observed in the
Jefferson County area this past week. And what malces it more
astounding is the fact that this huge concentration is made up almost
entirely of just four species—Starlings, Red-wing Blackbirds, Puiple
Grackles, and Cowbirds. Two other species—Rusty and Brewer's
Blackbirds—were present but in small numbers.
In a grrove of scrub pines just ten miles southeast of Louisville,
one of the largest winter bird roosts in the United States is located.
The site is about one-tenth of a mile from heavily traveled Bardstown
Road, or Highway 31-E, in the vicinity of Farmer's Lane. The roost
proper lies in a valley with gentle hills all around it, and each suc
cessive year it seems to attract more and more flocks.
Beginning at about 4 P. M. each evening, the birds fly to the
roost along definite routes. There are six main flight lines, which
grow in numbers as the birds near Uie trees. At some distance from
the roost, the Starlings and blackbirds converge in small flocks and
later join in the long columns which lead to the final resting place for
the night. Huge flocks rise at times with a sound like thunder, some
times circling over the fields and sometimes flying in a long, sinuous
line, looking like a dense smoke when seen from a distance. These
"clouds" often look like tornado clouds.
"Blackbird roosts" are not too common in Kentucky. In the late
1880's one was reported near Bardstown, and several were mentioned
as being in Kentucky in the late 1920's. In 1941 one was described at
Clay's Ferry, on the Kentucky River about fifteen miles southeast of
I.<exington, and in 1945 a sizeable one was recorded within the Fort
Knox reservation, n^r Otter Creek Park. Concentrations of many
thousands of Starlings have been noted within the city limits of
Louisville for many yews, but this new roost has pulled most of these
birds from the business district.
The Christmas Count, which brought this tremendous gathering of
birds into the news, is an old Nation^ Audubon Society custom &at
was instituted more than a half century ago. Bird watchers are
organized into groups and cover specific circular areas fifteen miles
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in diameter. And the census is conducted on a day between December
21 and January 1. The Beckham Bird Club of Louisville recorded a
total of 82 wintering species on ithis year's count.
The number of birds making up this roost was estimated to con
tain nearly three million Starlings, one and a half million Red-winged
Blackbirds, one million one hundred thousand Purple Grackles, and a
quarter of a million Cowbirds. Perhaps not as spectacular but equally
as important was the finding of a lone FVanklin's Gull near the Falls
of the Ohio River. This gull is a very rare visitant to Kentucky. Of
interest to the wildfowler is toe discovery that ducks were very scarce
in the region. Only 638 ducks of eleven species were found—^Mallard,
Black Duck, Gadwall, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Canvas-back, Lesser
Scaup, American Golden-eye, Bufflehead, Ruddy Duck, and Red-breast
ed Merganser. And not a goose of any species was found, although a
fifteen-mile stretch of the Ohio River was patrolled by boat during the
count. Mourning Doves were found in nimibers, especially near the
stubblefields, indicating that there will be ample breeding stock for
next year's nesting season. And bobwhite were unusually plentiful.
About 40 birds were found by two parties just on rthe outskirts of the
city. Among the species of birds of prey were the Cooper's, Red-
shouldered, Red-tailed, Marsh, and Sparrow Hawks and the Scre£k:h
and Barred Owls. And very few of the land birds known to winter in
the Louisville area were missed 'by the observers.
One need not be a "birder" to be amazed at the huge population
of wintering birds around here. A trip to the roost will be very con
vincing to those who might believe that the birds have gone south for
the winter.
(Editor's note: See Stamm and Lovell, KENTUCKY WARBLEIR,
XXXII, 47-49, 1957, for a description of this roost for a previous
winter.)
HOUSE WREN RETURNS FOR FOUR CONSECUTIVE SEASONS
A male House Wren (Troglodytes aedon), wearing band No. 48-
91250, merits mention because of its constancy shown to a territory
and to a nesting box. This particular wren, the parent of a brood of
young when banded on June 13,1950, returned in 1951, and with a new
mate raised six young. In 1952 the bird was back and again fathered a
brood of young. In each of these years the bird had a different mate.
During ithe spring and summer of 1953 the wren was trapped at his
favorite nesting box in the yard, where two broods were raised with
the same mate. This is the only record I have of a House Wren's being
in the yard for four consecutive summers. An attachment to a nesting
site is also indicated, since the same box was used by this male wren
to attract mates for nesting, with the exception of the year the bird
was banded.—^Anne L. Stamm, Louisville.
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MDO-WINTER
BIRD COUNT
1957-1958
Woodlands
Marion Madisonville Henderson Owensboro BowlingGree Mam.C veN.P. Glasgow OtterCre kPk. Louisvillo
Danville Frankfort
Kleber Willard Ashland
nor. Grebe. 3 1
Pied-b. Grebe. 6 1 8 2 1
D-c. Cormorant.. 1
G. B. Heron 2 13 1 • 2 2
B-c. N. Heron 52
Can. Goose. 10000 75 2525 14 6
Blue Goose. i 8
Mallard. 1136 2700 83 1S050 16 192 40 8 214 360 186
Black Duck 660 400 7 50 89 19 161 142 2
Gadwall, S 4 12 6
Am. Widgeon. 60 23 4
Pintail 1600 6
G-w. Teal. 2 3
B-w. Teal..._ 1
Shoveller. 1
Wood Duck. 7
Redhead • 1 3
R-n. Duck. 110 6 1000 57
Canv.-b. Duck 86 6 98
l^es. Scaup Duck. 46 103 5 10
Am. Golden-eye... 2 4
Buffle-head. 4
Ruddy Duck. 2 1 1 1
H. Merganser. 2 1
R-b. Merganser... 1 /
T. Vulture. 1 10 2 1 6 3 1 16 6 3
B. Vulture 20 1 '83 2 8
Sh-sh. Hawk 1 I 1 1 1
Cooper's Hawk.... 1 7 1 1 2 7 2
Red-t. Hawk 9 3 1 3 1 2 9 2 11 4 2 6 2
Red-sh. Hawk i 2 • • 4 1 1 S 1
Rough-1. Hawk.... I
Golden Eagle. 1
Bald Eagle 12 1
Marsh Hawk. 6 1 1 1 2
Osprey. 2
Sp.Hawk 3 7 2 5 6 4 3 6 2 47 22 3 4
R. Grouse 1 2
Bobwhite. 30 64 10 3 27 52 6 32 40 1 15 13
R-n. Pheasant 1
Coot 32 110 1 3 24
Killdeer..._ 21 9 1 3 a 1 1 23 25 2
W. Snipe 1 2
H. Gull..._ 38 175 2 2 57
R-b. Gull 110 8 210
Franklin's Gull.... 1
M. Dove. 69 17 70 346 8 39 21 134 76 29 8 1 10 1
Screech Owl 1 1
Homed Owl 4 3 1
Barred Owl 4 2 2 2 1 1
S-eared Owl 1 1
B. Kingfisher 2 8 • 8 2 8 2 3 6 6 1 1 1
Y-sh. Flicker 48 6 15 21 8 21 42 18 16 22 1 4 4 4
Pil. Wdpecker 7 2 3 2 2 8 8D 6 6 6 3 2
R-b. Wdpecker.... 46 8 11 12 5 16 17 18 28 33 9 16 11 4
j
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IVUD-WINTEB
BIRD COUNT
1967-1958
Woodlands
Marion Madisonville Henderson Owensboro BowlingGreen Mam.C veN.P. Glasgow OtterCre kPk. Louisville Danville Frankfort
Kleber WlUard Ashland
R-h. W'dpecker... 4 It 2 • 4 6 1 1
Y-b. Sapsucker.... 14 2 • 6 4 7 4 4 6 1 1
H. W'dpecker 7 3 3 17 • 4 6 1 4 6 • 6 2 5 5
D. W'dpecker. 38 11 6 21 6 19 31 22 22 76 80 32 17 2 11
Phoebe. 1 1 2 2 1
Homed Lark- 9 82 1 46 3 212 46 1 170 14 12 10
Blue Jay. 62 11 28 38 15 72 97 80 18 110 12 1 6 12
Crow. 36 85 6 1705S 8 254 106 134 35 578 290 536 118 6 160
B-c. Chickadee . 12
Car. Chickadee.... 100 38 14 30 10 27 137 48 49 217 110 182 67 21 48
T. Titmouse. 103 44 14 44 8 23 91 52 60 226 49 66 29 26 29
W-b. Nuthatch..... 18 3 2 8 6 2 6 12 2 1 6
R-b. Nuthatch. 1 £ la 3 J 1
B. Creeper. 4 1 1 1 I 8 • 1 1
Winter Wren 1 2 0 2 2 1 1 1 4 11
B. Wren. 4 • 2 2 3 5 2 I 1
Car. Wren. 30 8 16 18 8 42 62 49 27 81 84 36 19 4 30
Mockingbird 13 8 11 21 4 16 26 22 8 126 26 24 10 3
B. Thrasher. 10 1 1
Robin. 8 28 SQOO 34 60 41 ISBk 18 its 233 3 212 1388 476
H. Thrush 1 2 1 • 1 18 3 9 1
Bluebird 26 47 16 45 10 38 176 22 44 67 39 29 80 11 22
G-c. Kinglet 8 I 2 4 IS 1 13 2 3 2 6
R-c. Kinglet. . - 1 • 1 3 2
Am. Pipit. «
C.Waxwing. , - 1 18 6 12 2 24 91 73 m 47 4 10 28 13
L. Shrike 2 .1 • 4 1 6 2 1
Starling. 55 300 1 Mil. 1734 26 1120 77 1033 184 SSSSOOO 2162 910 1161 85 238
Myrtle Warbler... 14 19 18 • 3 104 16 59 10 28 81
Palm Warbler 1
Eng. Sparrow 60 200 • 116 609 60 182 14 71 9 462 260 152 53 14 182
Meadowlark 206 21 52 107 28 206 1 25 118 28 6 6
Red-wing. 108 19 ats 75000 Hsnso
Rus. Blackbird.— 320 8 7SOOO stsoo 18
Brewer's B'bird... 1
Pur. Grackle. J 500 950 806 4 aooM 5 28 lllISOO 211
B-h. Cowbird 260 SO 20 SOM 6 ssatso 20
Cardinal 220 72 32 127 6 186 141 86 137 366 125 129 86 13 66
Purple Pinch 46 1 t 23 174 63 101 20 1 23 2
Pine Siskin J • 8 55 J
Goldfinch 86 19 7 4 10 178 41 67 74 114 8 87 67 16 41
E. Towhee. 47 12 28 11 5 27 69 23 26 29 1 17 8 9
Sav. Sparrow 8 1 1
Ves. Sparrow 2
S-c. Jimco. 160 126 20 44 10 60 897 101 842 447 49 198 240 12 72
Tree Sparrow 1 36 32 5 5 4 66 164 .2 2 16
Chip. Sparrow .. 6 12 1 1
Keld Sparrow. 89 6 3 6 44 62 6 11 66 2 12 2 12
Harris's Spar I
W-c. Sparrow 17 • 25 16 8 a 30 1 96 37 128 3 2
W-t. Sparrow 77 5 6 2 4 124 44 68 13 66 19 12 27
Pox Sparrow. ' 8 1 1 10 2 2 1 1
Swamp Sparrow.. 7 3 17 - 2 12 12 56 1
Song Sparrow. 60 18 16 3 18 88 29 67 24 236 18 30 29 1 28
Lapland L'gspur.. 5 1
Italic munbers in this table indicate a note on this find or this species.
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MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT, 1957-'58
KENTUCKY WOODtANDS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
(Same area in previous years).—^Dec. 28; 8:30 A. M. to 4:30 P. M.
Cloudy to partly cloudy in moming, clear in afternoon; temp. 37 to 46;
wind S to SW, 0-7 m. p. h. Twelve observers in six parties. Total party
hours, 30 (22 on foot, 8 by car); total party-miles, 80 (19 on foot, 61 by
car). Total, 63 species, about 14,324 individuals.!—^EVELYN BARBIG,
HOWARD BARBIG, CHRISTINE HANCOCK, HUNTER HANCOCK
(Compiler), BEN HOLDRIDGB, JR., GERLINDA MEGOW, GER-
HARDT MEGOW, WILLIAM MITCHELL, CLELL T. PETERSON,
A. L. POWELL, WILLIAM T. SLBDD, and L. D. THOMPSON.
MARION (Cave-in Rock and return, Ohio River, river bottoms,
woods).—Dec. 29; 6:00 A. M. to 6:00 P.M. .Clear; wind S, 5-12 m. p. h.;
temp. 30-50. Total, 53 specif, 5058 individuals.—C. L. BTIAZER.
MADISONVILLE (W. W. Hancock farm, five lakes at Madison-
vllle. Municipal Park, Brown and Frostburg Roads, and Clear Creek;
deciduous woodlands and thickets 40%, open farmlands 30%, city
streets 10%, and lake shore 20%).—Dec. 29; 6:45 to 5:00 P. M. Clear
in morning, increasing cloudiness to heavy overcast in afternoon. Very
little wind. Temp. 25 to 47. J. W. H. alone until accompanied by
family in late afternoon. Total hours, 10^; total miles, 45 (5 on foot,
40 by car). Total, 52 species, approximately 1,007,677 individuals.—
JAMBS W., KATHRYN, BRE3NDA L., and MAURICE G. HANCOCK.
NOTES ON MADISONVILLE COUNT
Red-headed Woodpecker: This species seems to be staging a come
back, at least in the Elk Creek-Frostburg Road area.
Starling and others: The flocks of Starlings, Robins, and black
birds seen in the late afternoon were the largest by far we have ever
seen. The sight was amazing to J. W. H., an observer of twenty-six
years of experience. The first sight of the great flocks of Starlings
came while I was standing on the dam at Pleasant View Lake. The
birds came in vast bands at least one-fourth mile wide and headed
southeast. They kept appearing out of the west and stretched to the
southeast as far as eye could see. The width of this flight was checked
by my car speedometer and found to be a half-mile. A few Grackles
appeared in the huge flocks, enough to give some noise, for the
Starlings were silent. Then appeared small flocks of Red-wings, a few
Cowbirds, and some Robins, .^ter -the 20-mlnute-long flight of Starl
ings, the Robins began to predominate, as many as 5000 of them. After
seeing such huge flocks, it seemed only conservative to estimate them
at 1,000,000. The Robins flew in looser flocks and could be more easily
counted than the Starlings. On December 30 I returned and saw many,
many birds passing over, including an apparent increase in blackbirds,
but the flights seen were not immense and spectacular as those of the
day before.
HENDERSON (Area around and in Audubon Park).—Jan. 1;
7:00 A. M. to 4:00 P. M. Clear; few low, broken clouds; temp. 18-25;
barometer 30.36, rising; wind W, 10-15 m. p. h. Twelve observers in
five parties. Total, 69 species, about 38,099 Individuals. The weather
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was rather unpleasant for both the birds and the watchers. Most of
the birds stayed well hidden; we were unable to find some of our
stand-bys. Two large concentrations of Mallards and one of Crows
account for the large numbers. The most excitement was created for
the Stanleys by a first record of a Purple B^nch.—BTTiTj BENSEIK,
KING BENSON, AMELIA KLTJTBY, MILDRED PARSONS,
WILLIAM H. RHOADS, W. P. RHOADS (Compiler), MRS. C. B.
SMITH, VIRGINIA SMITH, FRANK SAUERHEBBR, R. C. SOAPER,
MRS. GEORGE STANLEY, JR., MRS. NAT STANLEY, MRS.
RICHARD STITBS.
OWENSBORO (Owensboro area).—Dec. 24; 9:30 A. M. to 4:00
P. M. Two observers together. Miles, 50 (45 by car, 5 on foot). Area
covered: Owensboro-Daviess County Airport, fields and woods, county
roads (one 75-acre pine wood), and Ohio River bottoms. Windy in
morning; calmer in afternoon; temp. 37 to 40. Total species, 39; indi
viduals, 363. Starred forms are from two other outings: one by Joe
Ford of Sorgho on December 29, with 25 species and 517 individuals;
the other by Joe Ford, Keith Gough (president of the Daviess County
Game Association), Mrs. A. L. Powell, and A. L. Powell (Compiler)
taken on January 1, 1958.—^MILDRED POWELL and A. L, POWELL
(Compiler).
NOTES ON OWENSBORO COUNT
The Pine Siskin was foxmd with a flock of Goldfinches, in some
willows, sycamores, and cottonwoods in the Ohio River bottoms near
Owensboro. The bird was observed long enough for me to identify it
to my own satisfaction—a new species for my life list. Since the river
was high and choppy, the ducks were lacking; from the same spot on
other trips I have often seen thousands. The Airport was very bare.
I fairly kicked up one Marsh Hawk and one Short-eared Owl, where I
had found six Short-eared Owls two years ago. The Red-breasted Nut
hatches were seen in the 75-acre pine wood.
On January 1 the lakes were very disappointing, as there were
absolutely no waterfowl, not even a Coot or Pied-billed Grebe. Usually
at ithis season many species of ducks can be found on the lakes.
My seven-year-old son, Wilton, hiked with the rest of us on this
trip and could be considered a real member of the party.—^A. L.
POWELL.
BOWUNG GREEN (Same area as in the last forty years.)'—Dec.
21; 6:30 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. Clear; no wind; temp. 34-55. Five ob
servers in two parties. Total, 58 species, 503,321 individuals.—
MILLARD GIPSON, L. Y. LANCASTER, ROBERT PACE, CHARLES
L. TAYLOR, and GORDON WILSON (Compiler).
NOTES ON BOWLING GREEN COUITT
This was our fortieth annual Christmas Bird Count. We celebrated
the occasion, quite by accident, by breaking all previous records for
species—58—and by finding more individuals than on all other counts
put together—more than a half million birds, very conservatively
estimated. The large number of individuals resulted from our seeing
hordes of blackbirds coming from a roost that is near Bowling Green.
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The Pur^ile Grackles were some three-fifths of the number, with Red
wings, Rusty Blackbirds, and Cowbirds almost equally represented in
the remaining two-fifths. Our largest previous totals for blackbirds
were less than a thousand in one year.
The water birds were found on. Grider's Pond, at the edge of the
city (Ruddy Duck), and the McElroy and Chaney Farms (Mallard,
Black Duck, Gadwall, and Wilson's Snipe). The McElroy Lake covered
about 75 acres, the Chaney Lake about 100 acres. Three new names
appear on our list: the Gadwall, the Ruddy Duck, and the Ring-necked
Pheasant. The pheasant frequents the chicken yard of Dr. Pace, out
on ithe .Cemetery Pike. Some of our species appeared in relatively
small nimibers: Homed Lark, Crow, English Sparrow, and White-
crowned Sparrow. The Liapland Longspurs were on both the McElroy
and the Chaney F'arms, in flocks of Homed Larks. In the same area
before and after the count also appeared the American Pipit and the
Great Blue Heron.
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (Practically all ithe areas
of the park).—Dec. 29; 6:30 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. Clear except for hazy
clouds in afternoon; no wind; temp. 26-42. Twenty-one observers in
five parties. Total, 54 species, 4407 individuals.—DOUG EVANS,
ALICE FURBER, MRS. JAMES GILLBNWATER, MILLARD GIP-
SON, HUNTER HANCOCK, JIM HAYNES, CLEO HOGAN, L. Y.
LANCASTER, GRANVILLE LILES, JERRY LILES, JIM LI LE S ,
GEORGE McKINLEY, ROBERT McKINLEY, RAY NELSON,
ROBERT PACE, CHARLES L.TAYLOR, LILLIAN SIMMONS,
RUSSELL STARR, MRS. RUSSELL STARR, GORDON WILSON
(Compiler), JAY YOUNG.
NOTES ON MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK COUNT
This count concluded the twenty-year study of ithe birds in the
park area by Wilson. (See elsewhere in this issue.) Appropriately,
the number of species—54—exceeded any previous record; similarly,
the individuals—4407—set a new record.
Almost complete coverage was obtained by dividing the park area
into five divisions, with a leader in each group. The count would have
been somewhat better if there had been one or two more parties, so
that some groups would not have had to work too much territory or
work so fast. The Red-breasted Nuthatches set a new record for this
whole part of the state, so far as numbers are concemed. ITie Pine
Siskins have been recorded before, but very few. It was a thrill to
find nearly 2000 Robins; if some parties had been in areas north of
Green River late in the afternoon, we might have added several
hundred more as the Robins came in to roost. The White-crowned
Sparrow appears on a Christmas Count for the first time since 1946,
and the Purple Grackle is new for the counts. A record that gave us
all thrills was the finding of 50 deer by the combined groups, one
group finding 20. Without douht, the viinter residents are increasing
in the park, particularly on the north side, among the pines and other
new growth.
GLASGOW (Starr, Grinstead, Wininger, Wilmore, and Darter
Farms; Beaver C^eek area; Barren River Bridge on U. S. 31-E; con
necting roads in the southern and southwestern part of the county.)—
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Dec. 15; 6:30 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Overcast and foggy all day; rain in
the afternoon from a mist to a fairly heavy shower. Six observers.
Total, 53 species, 2492 individuals.—MRS. JAMES GUiLENWATER,
JIM HAYNES, DR. GEORGE McKINLEY, TJT.T.TAN SIMMONS,
MRS. RUSSELL STARR, and DR. RUSSELL STARR (Compiler).
NOTES ON THE GLASGOW COUNT
If ithe weather had been, better, I am sure we would have made a
much better list High water prevented our getting across Beaver
Creek to our excellent sparrow territory. The hawks were very dis
appointing, as practically all ithe species had been recorded lately, even
abundantly. One huge snapping turtle was found near a woodland
pond.
OTTEIR CREEK PARK (Meade County; same territory as previous
years; deciduous woods 35%, brushy fields 45%, creek and river bank
10%, farmland 10%).—Jan. 1; 7:00 A. M. to 4:35 P. M. Cloudy, light
snow flurries; ground bare, small ponds frozen over; temp. 22; wind
NW, 11 m. p. h. Seven observers in two parties. Total party-hours,
15 (10 on foot, 5 by car); total party-miles, 42 (15 on foot, 27 by car).
Total, 46 species, about 2,273 individuals. The Robins and Cedar Wax-
wings were found in large numbers in the cedar trees and were seen
eating the cedar berries. One flock of Cedar Waxwings contained 200
birds. The Brown Thrasher was seen in a honeysuckle thicket by the
Stamms. The Homed Owl was heard by the Johnsons. The Myrtle
Warblers were more numerous than in previous years and were well
distributed throughout the area.—JOSEPH CROFT, C. 6. JOHNSON,
OLIVIA JOHNSON, HARVEY B. LOVELL, RODERIC SOMMERS,
ANNB L. STAMM (Compiler), FRBDEKtCK W. STAMM.
LOUISVILLE (Same area and coverage as last year).—^Dec. 22;
5:30 A. M. to 5:30 P. M. Mostly clear; temp. 37 to 61; wind S-SW,
0-5 m. p. h. I all water open. Thirty-one observers in nine parties. Total
party-hours, 131 (38 on foot, 72 by car, 21 by boat). Total, 82 species,
about 4,505,606 individuals.—MR AND MRS. WILLIAM M. ABLE,
MR. AND MRS. YANCY ALTSHELBR, LEONARD C. BRECHER,
FLOYD CARPENTER, WILLIAM M. CLAY, JOSEPH E. CROFT,
MRS. C. A. HARDWICK, MRS. CHARLES HORNER, FTIANK H.
KRULL, FRANK X. KRULL, HARVEY B. LOVELL, JOHN LOVELL,
BURT L. MONROE, JR., BURT L. MONROE, SR. (Compiler), MRS.
H. V. NOLAND, LOUIS H. PIEPER, MARIE E. PIEPER, EVELYN
J. SCHNEIDBR, MRS. BEATRICE SHORT, MR AND MRS.
FRAI^CIS P. SHANNON, MABEL SLACK, ANNB L. STAMM,
FREDERICK W. STAMM, MR. AND MRS. DON SUMMERFIBLD,
MRS. WILLIAM B. TABLER. MRS. ED THOMPSON, VIRGINIA
WINSTANDLEY (Beckham Bird Club).
NOTES ON THE LOUISVILLB COUNT
Franklin's Gull: It was discovered on ithe count day by the Alt-
shelers, Brecher, and Carpenter, an adult in winter plumage, with all
marks noted; the bird stayed through December 30, perching on the
same log daily in the Louisville harbor; it was observed on December
23, 24, 25, 29, and 30 by Brecher and the Monroes. Attempts to collect
the bird proved unsuccessful. There are several previous records for
Kentucky at the same location.
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Blackbirds: All blackbird and Starling figures are based on partial
count and estimate at a newly-discovered roost; the figures were
arrived at by independent estimates of two parties as to the total
number of birds and the composition of the flocks. Results: Total
birds, 4,500.000 (most conservative, probably nearer 6-7 million, a
very fantastic roost; the estimate was based on incoming lines of
birds, individuals per minute, expanded for all lines and multiplied by
time); Starlings, 65%; other bjackbirds, 35%. Of the blackbirds, the
estimates were for Red-wings, 51%; Purple Grackle, 38%; Cowbird,
9%; Rusty Blackbird, 2%. It is quite likely that this figure for the
Rusty Blackbird contains numerous Brewer's Blackbirds, since one
male was noted at the roost on itwo consecutive days, with positive
identification. These percentages of 4,500,000 give figures used in
count and are estimated at least within 20% of minimimi, 75% of
maximum value for each species; that is, it is felt that the figures
represent accuracy for each species between a range of numbers 20%
below the figure to 75% over the figure, which is about all that can
be expected with numbers of this magnitude. It is interesting to note
that both parties' estimates came to within 10% of the total munber
and 25% on all species percentages, and a count and estimate the day
after the count proper bears out these nicely.
DANVHjLE (Most roads in and near county; farmland, thickets,
streams, ponds).—^Dec. 24; 5:45 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. Cloudy with light
drizzle in morning, clear in afternoon; temp. 35 to 48; wind moderate;
ponds and streams full and open. Nine observers in four parties. Total
party-hours, 35 (16 on foot, 19 by car); total party-miles, 278 (20 on
foot, 258 by car). The Blue Geese were feeding with tame geese at a
pond where a farmer feeds an enormous amoxmt of grain. The Blue-
winged Teal cannot fly; it and one other were left behind about two
months ago when the others migrated. Only this one survived. Two
Red-breasted Nuthatches have been seen feeding near feeding boards
in town for some days. The Hairy Woodpecker and the Brown Creeper
were seen diuing the count period.—JOHN CHEEK, JACKSON
DAVIS, ROY ELUCS, MARGARET GLORE, SCOTT GLORE, EDNA
DRILL HECK (Compiler), PRANK HECK, EDDIE HECK, DOROTHY
belle HILL, WEST T. HILL, PAULA HILL, JUDITH HTT.D.
• *99
FRANKFORT.—Dec. 29; 8:30 A. M. to 3:30 P. M. Waterfowl
count made at lakes on State Experimental Game Farm on U. S. 60
west of Frankfort; most other species seen east of Frankfort in Forks
of Elkhom-Switzer area: mix^ cedar and deciduous woods 20%,
brushy hillside and weedy fencerows 30%, pastures and cultivated
fields 30%, Elkhom Creek banks and bottom lands 20%. Clear, be
coming overcast in afternoon; temp. 30 to 45; no wind. Four observers
in two parties. Total party-hours, 20 (17 on foot, 3 by car); total
party-miles, 41 (11 on foot, 30 by car). Total, 52 species, about 2084
individuals. The Pine Siskin was seen at close range in a'small flock
of Goldfinches; the flock departed before all the members of it could
be observed. "I^e Harris's Sparrow, an adult, had been present since
December 14.—ELIZABETH SATTERLY, MRS. MARGARET RINGO,
JEAN JONES, HOWARD JONES (Compiler).
* ♦ • • .
KLEBER SONBIRD SANCTUARY, OWEN COUNTY.—Dw. 28/
The area included the 700-acre sanctuary and tiie adjacent farmlands
in a 7-mile radius. The Bewick's Wren is.rare'this.far'north in Ken-
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tueky in winter.- An unusually large number of Rabins were observed,
apparently flying from a roost in the early morning and returning to
it in the late afternoon. Their high flight and scattered flocks indi
cated (that the roost was some distance beyond our area. Four ob
servers part of the time in two groups; 7:15 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Total
hours, 12. Total, 40 species, 3306 individuals.—JOB CROFT, HARVEY
LOVELL, FRED W. STAMM, ANNE. L. STAMM.
WILLlARD,—Dee. 26; 9:00 A. M. to 3:00 P. M. About seven miles
over fields, woodland, and creek bottoms. Temp. 46 to 51. Total, 17
species, 227 individuals.—BRCEL KOZEE,
ASHLAND, BAST KENTUCKY (Ashland ajid all over Boyd
County; Martin County).—Dec. 28; 8:00 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. Cloudy and
damp; light intermittent drizzle; temp. 50, dropping during the day.
Seven observers in three parties: Reed, Cheek, and Chapman in Martin
County: farmlands 20% old clearing, rest deciduous woods, partly
cut over; Hughes and Curry in northeast and east Boyd County: along
Big Sandy River and ranging back from river: 40% fields, 50% de
ciduous woodland, 10% along streams; Green and Forson in southwest
Boyd County; 30% old clearings, 10% coniferous, 55% deciduous and
cut-over woodland, 5% swamp and along streams. Total party-miles,
95 (80 by car, 15 on foot). Total, 47 species, 1570 individuals.—^RUFUS
REED, JOHN CHEEK, BOB CHAPMAN, HENRY HUGHES,
GEORGE CURRY, WALTER FORSON, and OKIE S. GREEN
(Compiler).
NOTES ON ASHLAND COUNT
The bird crop in these localities is very light and has been all
fall and winter. Also there were considerably fewer migratory birds
in this region in the fall than usual. We do not know how to account
for this, for there have been few fires here this season, there are many
weed seeds, and the snow has not been heavy enough to break the
weeds down.
Rufus Reed calls attention to the total absence of the Hairy and
Pileated Woodpeckers in Martin County.
A flock of about 30 Cedar Waxwings was noted in Martin County
a few days before the count but could not be located on the day of the
count.
Large flocks of Robins have been noted in eastern Kentucky.
Both Reed and Cheek comment on their singing and their good physical
condition.
SOME COMMENTS ON THE COUNTS
Waterfowl: Concentrations of waterfowl are to be expected in
such areas as Woodlands, Marion, Henderson, and Louisville; it is
interesting to note how many water species appear on the lists from
Bowling Green, Danville, and Frankfort, with Madisonville ranking
high on the Ring-necked Duck. The Fr^klin's Gull from Louisville
is unique.
Hawks: In general the birds of prey are well represented, with
the Red-tailed Hawk very widely distributed. Several correspondents
commented on the numbers of Sparrow Hawks.
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Woodpeckers: As usual, tliis group is widely scattered over the
state, with the Red-headed showing a remarkable come-back at
Madisonville.
Crows-Jays: Though Jays are about normal in nimibers, Crows
are, except for Henderson, below their usual winter numbers. No big
Crow roosts were reported this winter.
Brown Thrasher: The Brown Thrasher appears on three counts, an
unusual winter species. Woodlands has ten birds.
Robin: The number of Robins is far above average for the state;
Madisonville, Mammoth Cave, and Kleber show large numbers, especi
ally Madisonville.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This small winter visitant appears on
five counts, some of them for the first time.
American Pipit: At Bowling Green, before and after the count but
within the count period, this irregular wnter visitor appeared" and
continues to be found with Homed Lark flocks in small grain fields.
Starlings and Blackbirds: The startling finds of the count were of
these species, with Madisonville, Bowling Green,'and Louisville practi
cally stealing the show. A month after the count, January 24, the
, Bowling Green, roost, near the old boatlanding on Barren River, was
twice as large as it had been on the count. See elsewhere in this issue
for the three counts, especially the one from Louisville.
Pine Siskin: This irregular winter visitant appears on five counts.
On January 1 there were 75-100 in Fairview Cemetery at Bowlihg
Green.
Lapland Longspur: At Bowling Green and at Louisville this rare
visitor appeared, associated, like the American Pipit, with Homed
Larks.
Totals: Observers, 132; species, 109; individuals, 6,096,047. , .
(The editor wishes.to thank again all who helped make, this a great
count. Plan right now to beat your own record in 1958.)
• CHRISTMAS COUNT BY OUR MICHIGAN MEMBER
•THREE RIVERS, MICHIGAN (Fields, woodlot, river, ponds, some
of city).—Dec. 29; all moming. Partly cloudy; temp. 28 ito 38; moder
ate S wind; not enough ice on ponds for fishing; very little snow.
Ten miles on foot. Mallard, 1; American Golden-eye, 97; American
Merganser, 3; .Ring-billed Gull, 7; Mourning Dove, 10; Red-bellied
Woodpecker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 11; Crow, 3;. Black-
capped Chickadee, 7; Tufted Titmouse, 2; White-breasted Nuthatch, 7;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 14; English Sparrow, 100; Cardi
nal, 10; Goldfinch, 1; White-winged Crossbill. 1; Slate-rcolored Junco,
4; Tree Sparrow, 27; Song Sparrow, 2; Rock Dove,'6. Total, 22 species,
313 individuals.- Other species recorded during count period: Canada
Goose, Wood Duck, Sparrow Hawk, Bob-white, Ring-necked Pheasant,
Belted Kingfisher, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, Homed
Lark. Brown Creeper, Robin, Eastern Meadowlark, Rusty Blackbird,
livening Grosbeak, Purple Finch, Common Redpoll, Lapland Longspur,
Snow Bunting.—OSCAR McKINLEY BRYENS.
